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Following a difficult year because of COVID restrictions in 2021, it is pleasing to be able to report a 
more vibrant year until the end of March 2022 

Towards the end of August 2021, a first Branch Car Boot Sale was held, thanks in no small part to the 
energy and commitment of Mervyn Chambers….as will be well known, more are scheduled for this 
year! 

In late September, we were able to hold a first Annual Dinner for two years – members were grateful 
for the support and hospitality that was provided by all at the Swan. It is to be hoped that there will 
be no barrier to another similar event later this year. 

The Annual Poppy Appeal was resoundingly successful, and the Branch is interminably grateful to all 
those who contributed…. with the drive of Johnny Scott-Barber as the backbone, the impressive 
total of approaching £5,000.00 was raised and of course, grateful thanks are due to all involved. It 
was, of course, a great pleasure to be able to hold a Remembrance Sunday Service and Parade; as 
always, were indebted to Ken Rowbottom for his attention to detail and duty. 

On 11th December 2021, it was possible to hold the Grand Christmas Draw (this had been impossible 
in 2020) and with Mervyn once more at the helm (he is an ex-HMS Ganges matelot) over £900.00 
was added to the coffers. 

The week thereafter, we were able to erect and illuminate the Christmas Tree by Sancroft Hall – as 
anticipated, it was delightful, and it was pleasing to receive a raft of favourable comments. 

Looking to the future, the Branch is determined to effect changes in its style and character – to that 
end, at the end of March 2022, an interesting talk was arranged in which Richard Bowler (from 
Laxfield) spoke about his experiences as a 20-year-old navigating officer on HMHS Uganda during 
Operation Corporate (the Falklands crisis) in 1982. We were pleased to extend the invitation to 
members of the Stradbroke and District Branch and to members of the Historical Society and others 
as well. More of the same are envisaged…but as we look into the coming year, it is the Platinum 
Jubilee that will be the priority in early June. 

As Colonel Jeremy did last year, I’ll end with a plea for Parishioners and others from further afield to 
consider joining the Fressingfield and District Branch of the Legion – to be a member, one time 
membership of Her Majesty’s Armed Forces is not needed, so please think about this! 

Richard Passmore (Captain Royal Marines, long since retired), Branch Secretary. 


