
Fressingfield WI Year Report for Parish Council Meeting April 2022 
 
We are a group that meets on the second Tuesday of each month from 19:30 
in the Sancroft Hall. We have a guest speaker each month and organise social 
events and fund raisers outside of the meetings. 
It has been a mixed year for meeting due to some being cancelled because of 
Covid Restrictions, some taking place via zoom and fortunately some in person 
meetings.  
We have managed to maintain a membership of 20 members including 3 new 
members at the start of 2022, all of whom are very enthusiastic bringing new 
ideas to the group.    
We enjoyed a scavenger hunt and crazy golf event with prizes on Gary Deeks 
allotment site in May 2021 which was our first meeting in person since the 
Pandemic started and the weather was kind to us. 
We held an extraordinary AGM in June as we had to select a new committee 
which had been a long time coming as result of the pandemic preventing us 
meeting in person. Mary Newton was elected as the new President taking on 
the mantra from Shirley Kalinauckas who had held the post for 5 years.  
 
During the rest of the year, we had a number of varied and interesting 
speakers. 
 Tony Diamond gave us a very interesting and fact filled talk on the Hoxne 
Hoard in July. This was a range of coins, jewellery, goblets from 410 AD worth 
nearly 2 million pounds. discovered by a local man, Eric Laws, who had been 
given a metal detector as a present and asked to check a local field for a lost 
hammer by a farmer! (Something to put on your Christmas list maybe!!) 
In September we had a very entertaining talk from Chris Moyse of Park Radio 
who are based in Diss. The station has regular slots for interesting speakers 
and Mary Newton has been a guest speaker for them a couple of times in 
recent years. They have become a really good friend to our group allowing us 
to promote events in the village and we have had dedications played to our WI 
members a number of times. 
We organised a Christmas Door wreath workshop in early December with 
refreshments and lunch for members for £5 ahead and some non-members 
came along to make up numbers at only £10 ahead. Everybody said have much 
they enjoyed it and would attend again if we arrange it. We also had a fun 
filled December group meeting with bangers and mash and apple pie for 
pudding all put together by our members coupled with some wine and games 
including the generation game conveyor belt (table). Lots of prizes and 



members found their competitive spirit to gather points. Because as Bruce 
used to say, “Points make prizes” 
Our March meeting this year included a live history talk from Georgette Vale 
who presented her character Lucilla Reeves and her story, with reference to 
her experience as a farmer during the Second World War who had had her 
land requisitioned by the army for military training purposes in Norfolk. 
 
In the background we decided to raise the profile of the group by running a 
produce stall at the monthly Community Produce Market since they started 
back up again. The stall has been an outstanding success with regulars coming 
back each month to buy our cakes, breads, sausage rolls and preserves which 
we sell at very competitive prices and always sell out as a result each month! 
The money raised is being put to several events in 2022 as a thank you to 
members. 
It is the Fressingfield WI Centenary in 2022 and we are having a sturdy park 
bench made to commemorate the 100 years which will be secured in position 
outside the Sancroft Hall in the Summer. The Parish Council have very 
generously donated £500 towards the bench. 
 
Our energies are now focused on writing a back story for a mid-summer 
murder mystery meal to celebrate our 100 years. It is a murder set around a 
WI meeting in 1922 for which the Fressingfield Players will be playing WI 
Committee members. Members and a guest will be able to come along. If it’s a 
success it maybe something the village will chose to do for a wider audience in 
the future. 
Women of all ages are welcome to join our group and can come along for free 
to a couple of meetings to see if they would like to join. This year’s 
membership(from April 2022) has been reduced by £5 ahead to £39 each. We 
are able to offer the reduction because of our fund-raising efforts. Our finances 
are healthy thanks to a prudent committee whom I would like to thank for 
their hard work and commitment. 
 
Mary Newton, President WI Fressingfield 
 
 
 


